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Author ChallengeAuthor ChallengeAuthor ChallengeAuthor Challenge
with Alastair Chisholm

Email your submission to 
learning@alexandrapalace.com

HAVE FUN & GOOD LUCK!

Author of Author of 

Orion Lost
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We have joined forces with six celebrated  
children’s authors: Alastair Chisholm, Jennifer Killick, 
Meg Grehan, Elle McNicoll, Katya Balen, and Nicola 
Penfold to give you an insight into the creative writing 
process and deepen your understanding of their books. 

Each author has set you a series of challenges based on 
their much-loved novels. Please send copies of your stories 

and responses to: learning@alexandrapalace.com 

Don’t worry if you  

haven’t read the books. 

Good Luck!

You can still enter the Author  

Challenges, and maybe win a prize 

of book tokens, tickets to GoApe or  

Alexandra Palace Ice Rink.

What's it What's it 

all about?all about?

HelloHello

Will you accept  Will you accept  

       the challenge?
       the challenge?

WOW!
WOW!

 BIBLIO-BUZZ AUTHOR CHALLENGE

Welcome budding novelists 
and reading enthusiasts!

Alastair Chisholm
Alastair Chisholm

Jennifer KillickJennifer Killick

Meg GrehanMeg Grehan

Elle McNicoll Elle McNicoll 

Katya BalenKatya Balen

  Thomas Taylor
  Thomas Taylor



Meet the AuthorMeet the AuthorMeet the AuthorMeet the Author
 BIBLIO-BUZZ AUTHOR CHALLENGE

Alastair Chisolm

Play Video
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Hello! I’m Alastair, author of Orion Lost. 
Orion Lost is a science-fiction mystery 

adventure, and it takes place on board a 
colony starship – a spaceship designed to 

take settlers to a new planet. But other 
planets are INCREDIBLY far away – billions 

and billions of miles. There will be lots 
of challenges. And today, I have some 

challenges for you…

Press Play to  Press Play to  

watch the video!
watch the video!

Cool, are you ready  
Cool, are you ready  

for the challenge ?
for the challenge ?

https://youtu.be/2pDPtNd_MEI
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To reach your new world, you’ll need a spaceship. But it’s going 
to be a very long journey – you might be in space for months, or 
even years, and there’s nowhere to stop on the way. You’ll have 
to bring everything you’ll need – food, water, equipment, power, 

heating, toilet paper (that’s very important!), oxygen, fuel …

So your spaceship needs lots of storage. And engines, too, to push 
you through space super-fast. It might need sensors to see where 
you’re going, and perhaps even defences, in case of space pirates. 

And then there’s everything you’ll need when you get there 
– seeds to plant, animals to farm, tools for building…

And of course, the most important thing about a spaceship is this: 
it must look very cool. 

So! Design a spaceship for you and your friends and family, with 
everything you’ll need. And perhaps think – what are the most 

important things in your life? Is there anything of yours that you 
couldn’t leave behind? Is there anything you’d be happy to leave?

Alastair’s ChallengeAlastair’s ChallengeAlastair’s ChallengeAlastair’s Challenge

What willWhat will
 you need you need

    in space?    in space?

Don't forget  Don't forget  

to send us your to send us your 

pictues.pictues.

We will need 
We will need 

some honey!some honey!

Email your challenge to 
learning@alexandrapalace.com

Visualizing is a strategy where readers picture what is 
happening in a text. This can be done while listening to someone 

reading aloud or silently reading on your own. But its also an 
important part of the writing process.   

 
Many authors use visualization techniques to help them write 

using drawings, photographs, found images and meditation. 
They use images to picture the worlds of the stories before 
they begin to write. Below are a series of challenges to get 

your imaginations thinking about a world set in the future and 
exploration of outer space.

Challenge One: The Spaceship

I'm ready!I'm ready!
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When you arrive on your new planet, there’s lots of setting up to 
do. You’ll need houses, farms, factories – and schools! You’ll need 
to give your new planet a name. And you’ll need to work out how 

to run things. It’s up to you, after all – this is your world.

So… what should it be like? How should it be run? What are you 
going to eat? Perhaps the same as on Earth. Or perhaps your 

colony will be vegetarian, or vegan. Perhaps you’ll only eat chips!  

Where will you get your power from? Oil and coal? Or wind and 
sun? Or nuclear, or something else? 

And what rules will you have? When you look at our world, what 
would you change? Are there things we could do better? What 
would you do different? It’s your world – what will it be like?

You’ve travelled billions of miles. You’re ready to set up your new 
world. You settle on the planet’s surface, and then you realise … 

you’re not the first ones there.

There might already be life on this planet. Native plants, native 
animals, perhaps even native people – and you might think they’re 

aliens, but actually you’re the alien, landing on their world… 

What should you do? Should you wipe them all out, so you can 
take over? Perhaps you could persuade them to share… Is there 
something you could trade, or some way you could help them, in 

return for letting you live there? Or should you pack everything back 
up and look for another planet?

What would be the right thing to do? You decide!

Design a spaceship. Build a colony. Deal with the neighbours…  
And create a new world.

In space can  In space can  
you hear you hear 

me buzz ?me buzz ?

If you choose to accept
!

If you choose to accept
!

Challenge Two: The Colony

Challenge Three: The Neighbours

Your Mission...

Good Luck

What will What will 

your world  your world  

bee like?bee like?

Alistair xoAlistair xo

Are there Are there 

anybees?anybees?



Wow! Great Wow! Great 

suggestionssuggestions
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Further ReadingFurther ReadingFurther ReadingFurther Reading

More Biblio-Buzz Resources
You can find more guides for the 2021 reading list at

www.alexandrapalace.com/learning

If you loved reading Orion Lost, then maybe check out:
 

Alexandra Park and Palace Charitable Trust is a registered charity. Charity Registration Number: 281991 

The Zumbies are on the 
rampage - members of the 

Cherry Tree Lane zumba class 
are apparently dying and then 
mysteriously coming back to 
life! Alex, Jess and Dave have 
to put a stop to it before Alex's 
mum and nan join the living 
Zumba dead or there'll be no 

family Christmas.

When twelve-year-old, UFO-
obsessed, Lucy Sladan 

sneaks out in the middle of a 
thunderstorm to investigate the 

unexplained disappearances 
in her hometown of Sticky 

Pines, she finds more than she 
bargained for: a huge hairy 

creature, a thirteen-year-old 
stranger named Milo Fisher 

and a deep-rooted secret.

Something weird is happening at 
school: teachers are disappearing 

and being replaced by food-
obsessed Aunties intent on 

fattening everyone up! When his 
music teacher vanishes, putting 

a halt to Humza’s rapper dreams, 
he’s determined to figure out 

what’s going on – and then things 
start to get really crazy...

Alex Sparrow Series The Bigwoof ConspiracyLittle Badman and 
the Invasion of the 

Killer Auntiesby Jennifer Killick by Dashe Roberts

by Henry White and 

Humza Arshad

Excellent,Excellent,

               T
hanks!

               T
hanks!

Yessss!Yessss!
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Yours will BEE
Yours will BEE

BRILLIANT!BRILLIANT!

Have Fun!Have Fun!

Lets go!Lets go!
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Author ChallengesAuthor ChallengesAuthor ChallengesAuthor Challenges
Look out for more challenges

 buzzing around throughout June

Challenges close end of June 2021

The authors are looking forward to reading your submissions 
so don't forget to send them in to learning@alexandrapalace.com

Prizes for the best submissions will be announced in July.
Email your submissions to learning@alexandrapalace.com

 Jennifer Killick

        Good luck!        Good luck!

                 
 xo

                 
 xo

Meg Grehan Elle McNicoll

Katya Balen Nicola Penfold


