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Author ChallengeAuthor ChallengeAuthor ChallengeAuthor Challenge
with Elle McNicoll

Email your submission to 
learning@alexandrapalace.com

HAVE FUN & GOOD LUCK!

Author of Author of 

A Kind of Spark
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We have joined forces with six celebrated  
children’s authors: Alastair Chisholm, Jennifer Killick, 
Meg Grehan, Elle McNicoll, Katya Balen, and Nicola 
Penfold to give you an insight into the creative writing 
process and deepen your understanding of their books. 

Each author has set you a series of challenges based on 
their much-loved novels. Please send copies of your stories 

and responses to: learning@alexandrapalace.com 

Don’t worry if you  

haven’t read the books. 

Good Luck!

You can still enter the Author  

Challenges, and maybe win a prize 

of book tokens, tickets to GoApe or  

Alexandra Palace Ice Rink.

What's it What's it 

all about?all about?

HelloHello

Will you accept  Will you accept  

       the challenge?
       the challenge?

WOW!
WOW!

 BIBLIO-BUZZ AUTHOR CHALLENGE

Welcome budding novelists 
and reading enthusiasts!

Alastair Chisholm
Alastair Chisholm

Jennifer KillickJennifer Killick

Meg GrehanMeg Grehan

Elle McNicoll Elle McNicoll 

Katya BalenKatya Balen

  Thomas Taylor
  Thomas Taylor



Meet the AuthorMeet the AuthorMeet the AuthorMeet the Author
 BIBLIO-BUZZ AUTHOR CHALLENGE

Elle McNicoll

Play Video
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Hi I’m Elle - I’m a Scottish born and 
neurodivergent writer, now living in 
London. My debut novel, A Kind of 

Spark stars an openly autistic young 
women and I’m very excited that her 

story has been nominated for this  
year’s Biblio-Buzz Awards.

Press play to  Press play to  

watch the video!
watch the video! Hi Elle!Hi Elle!

Cool, are you ready  
Cool, are you ready  

for the challenge ?
for the challenge ?

https://youtu.be/Aa-LmhOh_0s


When writing A Kind of Spark I built strong story foundations 
for my book by thinking about: Setting and Situation  

When writing a story, this challenge will help you to ground  
the story and build strong foundations from which you can  

start to write.

Setting & Situation
I would like you to begin by thinking about where your story 
is set. For example, A Kind of Spark is set in Juniper, a small 
village in Scotland. Using the boxes below write down some 

initial ideas about: 
 

Sketch Your Ideas
Lets start by fleshing out your initial ideas about the ‘setting’. 
I found it very helpful to draw a map of the village in A Kind of 

Spark, which I referred to often when I was writing.  
 

Now draw a map of your location. Your setting could be real 
or imagined or even a little of both. Try to annotate your map  

with as much detail as possible as this could give you some  
story ideas later.
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Elle’s ChallengeElle’s ChallengeElle’s ChallengeElle’s Challenge

Where will you  
Where will you  

set you story?
set you story?

Don't forget to send us your pictues.Don't forget to send us your pictues.

Add your Add your 

notes here!notes here!

Email your challenge to 
learning@alexandrapalace.com

Story Foundations

I'm ready!I'm ready!

Where your characters Where your characters 
are from? are from? Where the  Where the  

story starts? story starts? 
Where the  Where the  

story is set?story is set?
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Now imagine that something has happened in that setting 
and somebody is writing about it in the local newspaper.  

It does not have to be a big, exciting thing. 
 

The exciting incident in your story has not happened 
yet. This article is about something else, maybe even 

something small or mundane. There are lots of mundane 
things going on in Juniper before Adi decides to campaign 

for her memorial. 

I wrote a lot of fake newspaper articles when I was getting 
ready to write A kind of Spark because one of the plot 

points of the book is that the local council in the story is 
often concerned with very trivial things. 

 
 So, I wrote articles about geese being too excited or 

teenagers lying around in the park. I wrote about the 
bank being too close to the bus stop. Just really boring, 

mundane things! 

For this task, I would like you to write a newspaper  
article about the community where your story is set.

Whatever is going on in your story you can get a really 
good sense of location, setting, community and a 

great foundation for starting your story if you write a 
newspaper article.  

However, if you don’t want to write a newspaper article 
you could try writing a diary entry from the central 
character’s point of view.  I have found writing diary 

entries also to be very helpful too. 

Have fun Have fun 
      writing!      writing!

Now lets explore ‘setting’
 in a different way.

Your Mission...

Good Luck

What will What will 

bee in your  bee in your  

article?article?

Elle  xoElle  xo

You can write  You can write  

about anything!
about anything!

If you choose to accept
!

If you choose to accept
!



Wow! Great Wow! Great 

suggestionssuggestions

 Alexandra Palace Children’s Book Award

Further ReadingFurther ReadingFurther ReadingFurther Reading

More Biblio-Buzz Resources
You can find more guides for the 2021 reading list at

www.alexandrapalace.com/learning

If you loved reading A kind of Spark, then maybe check out:
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Tally is eleven years old and 
she’s just like her friends. Well, 

sometimes she is. If she tries 
really hard to be. Because 

there’s something that makes 
Tally not the same as her 

friends. Something she can’t 
cover up, no matter how hard 

she tries: Tally is autistic.

Leaplings, children born on the 
29th of February, are very rare. 

Rarer still are Leaplings with 
The Gift – the ability to leap 

through time. Elle Bíbi-Imbelé 
Ifíè has The Gift, but she’s 

never used it. Until now. On her 
twelfth birthday, Elle and her 

best friend Big Ben travel to the 
Time Squad Centre in 2048. 

Elle has received a mysterious 
warning from the future. Other 
Leaplings are disappearing in 
time – and not everyone at the 

centre can be trusted.

When Cora’s brother drags her 
along to his boss’s house, she 
doesn’t expect to strike up a 

friendship with Adrien, son of the 
intimidating CEO of Pomegranate 
Technologies.As she becomes part 
of Adrien’s life, she is also drawn 

into the mysterious projects 
at Pomegranate. At first, she’s 

intrigued by them - Pomegranate 
is using AI to recreate real people 

in hologram form. As she digs 
deeper, however, she uncovers 

darker secrets... 

Can You See Me? The InfiniteShow Us Who
 You Are

by Libby Scott and 

Rebecca Westcott
by Patience Agbabi

by Elle McNicoll

Excellent,Excellent,

               T
hanks!

               T
hanks!

Yessss!Yessss!
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Yours will BEE
Yours will BEE

BRILLIANT!BRILLIANT!

Have Fun!Have Fun!

Lets go!Lets go!
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Author ChallengesAuthor ChallengesAuthor ChallengesAuthor Challenges
Look out for more challenges

 buzzing around throughout June

Challenges close end of June 2021

The authors are looking forward to reading your submissions 
so don't forget to send them in to learning@alexandrapalace.com

Prizes for the best submissions will be announced in July.
Email your submissions to learning@alexandrapalace.com

 Jennifer Killick

        Good luck!        Good luck!

                 
 xo

                 
 xo

Meg Grehan Alastair Chisholm

Katya Balen Nicola Penfold


