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Author ChallengeAuthor ChallengeAuthor ChallengeAuthor Challenge
with Nicola Penfold

Email your submission to 
learning@alexandrapalace.com

HAVE FUN & GOOD LUCK!

Author of Author of 

Where the World 
                              Turns Wild
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We have joined forces with six celebrated  
children’s authors: Alastair Chisholm, Jennifer Killick, 
Meg Grehan, Elle McNicoll, Katya Balen, and Nicola 
Penfold to give you an insight into the creative writing 
process and deepen your understanding of their books. 

Each author has set you a series of challenges based on 
their much-loved novels. Please send copies of your stories 

and responses to: learning@alexandrapalace.com 

Don’t worry if you  

haven’t read the books. 

Good Luck!

You can still enter the Author  

Challenges, and maybe win a prize 

of book tokens, tickets to GoApe or  

Alexandra Palace Ice Rink.

What's it What's it 

all about?all about?

HelloHello

Will you accept  Will you accept  

       the challenge?
       the challenge?

WOW!
WOW!

 BIBLIO-BUZZ AUTHOR CHALLENGE

Welcome budding novelists 
and reading enthusiasts!

Alastair Chisholm
Alastair Chisholm

Jennifer KillickJennifer Killick

Meg GrehanMeg Grehan

Elle McNicoll Elle McNicoll 

Katya BalenKatya Balen

  Thomas Taylor
  Thomas Taylor



Meet the AuthorMeet the AuthorMeet the AuthorMeet the Author
 BIBLIO-BUZZ AUTHOR CHALLENGE

Nicola Penfold

Play Video
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Growing up I was a massive Enid Blyton fan, 
especially the Famous Five books and the 
adventure books, with Dinah, Lucy-Ann, 

Philip and Jack, and Kiki the parrot. 

You can see from Where the World Turns 
Wild, adventure books, being outside and 

being with animals still fascinates me today.

Press Play to  Press Play to  

watch the video!
watch the video!

Cool, are you ready  
Cool, are you ready  

for the challenge ?
for the challenge ?

https://youtu.be/0-vG2RgFv3Y
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Where the World Turns Wild is speculative fiction. This is fiction 
that poses the question ‘what if?’. 

In my book, I explore this question: what if a disease separated 
people from the natural world? What would a city be like without 

any nature at all? And what would the world outside the cities 
look like, if people didn’t go there for fifty years?

I want you to create your own piece of speculative fiction.  
I want you to change one thing about our world, and use this 

new changed landscape for your story setting. 
Some of the changes you think about may be linked to our fears 

about climate change. 

For example: what if there are severe water For example: what if there are severe water 
shortages, and water use is rationed? Or what if the shortages, and water use is rationed? Or what if the 
air we breathe has become so polluted due to wild air we breathe has become so polluted due to wild 
fires, that people live in sealed domes and only go  fires, that people live in sealed domes and only go  

outside with breathing masks on? outside with breathing masks on? 

Once you have your world, spend some time thinking about it, you 
can make notes or draw sketches below.

Nicola’s ChallengeNicola’s ChallengeNicola’s ChallengeNicola’s Challenge

What if What if 
there no there no 
flowers?flowers?

There would  There would  

be no honey!!be no honey!!

Challenge One: What if?
I'm ready!I'm ready!
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Your readers will experience your world through someone’s 
point of view. You need to create your central character. Create a 

character for your story and think about: 

 How old are they?
 What is their name?

 What do they like to do?
 Who are their family and friends?

 What do they look like?

In order for a story to propel us to read on, something is usually 
missing or needs changing in a character’s life. 

In Where the World Turns Wild, the city has become dangerous for 
my characters. Juniper and Bear must escape the city, and go on a 
journey into the wild to find their parents. They are seeking a new 

home, where they can be themselves.

For example: what if, in a world of water shortages, For example: what if, in a world of water shortages, 
your character's family has very limited access to clean your character's family has very limited access to clean 

drinking water, but nearby another community has drinking water, but nearby another community has 
whole reservoirs of it? Your character could be part of a whole reservoirs of it? Your character could be part of a 
rebellion, to try and make access to water more equal. rebellion, to try and make access to water more equal. 

Or what if, in a world of indoor domes and polluted air, Or what if, in a world of indoor domes and polluted air, 
your character made a mistake or did something that your character made a mistake or did something that 
caused them to be trapped outside the dome. How would caused them to be trapped outside the dome. How would 

they survive? Would they need to find their way to  they survive? Would they need to find their way to  
another dome, or maybe there's a way to survive outside another dome, or maybe there's a way to survive outside 

of the domes after all?of the domes after all?

Once you have your world, main character and know what needs 
changing in your character’s life, try writing a first page. Your 

character walks through your world. What do they see, hear, smell, 
taste? How do they feel? Is there something on their mind?  

Where are they going? What is it they need to do?

What if?...What if?...
There wereThere were

no Bees!no Bees!

If you choose to accept
!

If you choose to accept
!

Challenge Two: Character

Challenge Three: Changes

Your Mission...

Good Luck

What will  What will  

your character  your character  

bee like?bee like?

Nicola xoNicola xo

Think about a character 
Think about a character 

for your story.
for your story.



Wow! Great Wow! Great 

suggestionssuggestions

 Alexandra Palace Children’s Book Award

Further ReadingFurther ReadingFurther ReadingFurther Reading

More Biblio-Buzz Resources
You can find more guides for the 2021 reading list at

www.alexandrapalace.com/learning

If you loved reading Where the World Turns Wild, then maybe check out:
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In a world where animals no 
longer exist, twelve-year-old 

Kester Jaynes sometimes feels 
like he hardly exists either. 
Locked away in a home for 
troubled children, he’s told 

there’s something wrong with 
him. So when he meets a flock 
of talking pigeons and a bossy 
cockroach, Kester thinks he’s 

finally gone crazy. But the 
animals have something to say. 

And they need him. 

In a near future where a series 
of environmental disasters 

has left much of the country 
underwater, Pearl lives on a 
floating oyster farm with her 

father and younger sister, 
Clover. Following her mum’s 
death several years earlier, 
Pearl refuses to set foot on  

land, believing her illness was 
caused by the poisons in the 
ground. Meanwhile, Clover 

dreams of school, friends and  
a normal life.

Two children must risk 
everything to escape their fate 

and find the impossible . . .
A brave, thought-provoking 

adventure by award-winning 
author, Sita Brahmachari.  

Shifa and her brother, Themba, 
live in Kairos City with their 
father, Nabil. The few live in 
luxury, whilst the millions 

like them crowd together in 
compounds, surviving on meagre 
rations and governed by Freedom 
Fields - the organisation that looks 

after you, as long as you opt in.

The Last Wild Between Sea and SkyWhere the River 
Runs Gold

by Piers Torday by Nicola Penfold
By Sita Brahmachari

Excellent,Excellent,

               T
hanks!

               T
hanks!

Yessss!Yessss!
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Yours will BEE
Yours will BEE

BRILLIANT!BRILLIANT!

Have Fun!Have Fun!

Lets go!Lets go!

 Alexandra Palace Children’s Book Award

Author ChallengesAuthor ChallengesAuthor ChallengesAuthor Challenges
Look out for more challenges

 buzzing around throughout June

Challenges close end of June 2021

The authors are looking forward to reading your submissions 
so don't forget to send them in to learning@alexandrapalace.com

Prizes for the best submissions will be announced in July.
Email your submissions to learning@alexandrapalace.com

 Jennifer Killick

        Good luck!        Good luck!

                 
 xo

                 
 xo

Meg Grehan Elle McNicoll

Katya Balen Alastair Chisholm


