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Bio:
Alix Smith has over 20 years 
experience of managing and 
delivering visual arts projects with 
a wide range of audiences. She 
has an MA in Artist Teaching and 
Contemporary Practices (Goldsmiths 
University 2013 - in partnership with 
Tate Modern) She has worked as a 
primary school art teacher, as Head of 
Learning for an art museum, and now 
works as a freelance artist-educator.

Window art can be created in many different 
ways. It’s a lovely way of brightening up your 
home, but also the world around you, as people 
that walk past can see your colourful creations 
or friendly messages. You can make very simple 
designs, just by adding coloured tissue paper 
shapes, or perhaps you might want to try our 
‘stained glass effect’ ideas? You could even 

create whole worlds on your window, like a 
jungle or an underwater or space theme? You 
also don’t have to make it all at the same time 
either. It could be something that you add a 
little bit more to each week, or each day! We 
hope you have fun using some of these ideas 
as a starting point for your own window art 
creations! What will you make?

about window art...



YOU WILL NEED:
• A large plate  • Pencil  • Scissors
• Black sugar paper or any dark coloured paper
• Coloured paper like tissue paper or cellophane  
 (tissue paper is easier to use with younger children.
• Glue (a glue stick like pritt stick is best)

How to make a circular window design...

Draw around a plate on black 
paper to make a circle.

Cut the black circle out. Cut out a circle inside of the 
black circle, so you have a ring.

Cover the ring with coloured 
paper like tissue or cellophane. 
Stick the coloured paper to all 
edges of the circle and trim 
around the circle, so the  
coloured paper is inside the 
circle only.

Once you have your coloured 
circle, you can cut shapes and 
designs from black paper and 
stick them inside using glue.

This child made a space scene

This child made a desert 
scene with a camel, 
mountains and a starlit sky.

Materials 
and 
equipment



How to make a circular window design...

Draw a design on to black paper. Make it as 
large as you can. You could choose a fish, a 
bird, a mon-ster, a flower. At this stage you 
are drawing the outline of the shape only. Cut 
your design out, cutting around the outline of 
the picture only.

Next you can start to cut shapes and detail out 
from inside the design. You can use scissors to 
do this. For the fish, shapes have been cut for 
the eyes, body and tail.

Cover the back of your design with coloured 
paper. You can stick whole pieces to cover 
one part of your design, and trim off what you 
don’t need. Or you can add strips of coloured 
paper to make stripes.

Now you can add more black or coloured 
paper to add more detail to your design. For 
the fish, detail has been added for the eyes, 
scales and tail.



Here are some ideas for making  
window pictures...

You could make animals, insects, plants, flowers, monsters, dragons, or even just big bright shapes 
like circles and triangles.



Here are some ideas for making  
window pictures...

You could make faces or portraits of yourself 
or people in your family (though smaller detail 
may need to be cut out with a craft knife. You 
will need an adult to help you with this)

In this window design, a child’s drawing was made into a giant window picture!

You could also create ‘word’ designs, so that 
people who walk past your window can read 
them!



Window collage...

YOU WILL NEED:
• Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue and Purple tissue paper
• Scissors  • Sellotape

Materials 
and 
equipment

Start by making a small shape which is the 
same shape as the window. Eg. A rectangle 
for a rectangular window, a square for a 
square window etc.

Next, cut your strips of tis-sue paper. It 
doesn’t matter what length they are but 
they all need to be roughly the same width. 
These were around 5cm.

Start to stick your strips of tissue paper 
around the centre shape. It doesn’t matter 
if the shapes slightly overlap, or aren’t com-
pletely straight! Use small bit of sellotape to 
secure each strip.



Continue to add the strips around 
the centre shape. You are working 
‘backwards’ in the order of the rainbow 
colours, so purple through to red.

When you’ve finished going around the 
whole shape in one colour, change the 
colour of your strips, to the next colour in 
the rainbow.

Go from purple, to blue, to green, to 
yellow. Its doesn’t matter where the strips 
overlap.

Keep adding the strips...

Almost there... A rainbow! Or you could use this 
technique to make other designs...



Other window collage ideas...

Younger children will love sticking shapes on the window. You can create some really effective 
windows, by sticking lots of simple geometric shapes together, like squares, rectangles or triangles. 
You can experiment with making designs with shapes.


