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Puppet Making Challenge
Puppet Making Challenge



Biblio-buzz:  The Alexandra Palace 
Children’s Book Award
Every year Alexandra Palace team up with Haringey Libraries for Biblio-buzz, and sets a reading 
challenging that encourages young people aged 9–12 years old to immerse themselves in the 
world of books. 
 
We set young people the challenge of completing six selected books, before getting them to 
vote for their favourite text at a finale Festival in Alexandra Palace theatre. Along the way the 
young people can attend workshops, reading circles as well as having the opportunity to meet 
professional authors, artists and people working publishing. This year we commissioned Art 
Director and Puppeteer Jenny Dee to build a story den to tour Haringey libraries with puppets 
and games for all the family to enjoy!  We are delighted that she has written this Puppet Making 
Challenge to mark this year’s event.

Written By Jenny Dee
Jenny Dee has worked with the BBC, Sky, Netflix, Channel 4, Youtube, WeareSocial, and various 
other television and film production companies as Production Designer, Art Director and 
Puppeteer. Jenny also works as Atandby Art Director on television and feature films; including 
Chris Foggin’s The Fisherman’s Friends, Simon Amstell’s Benjamin, Sarah Gaveron’s Rocks and 
series 2 of Stath Lets Flats for Channel 4.



Step By Step Puppet Creation 

1.You will need A4 paper, Colouring Pencils, pens 
or paint (Depending on what you have availa-
ble at home) Tape or glue, scissors (Please have 
grown up help if needed) 

3. Take another piece of A4 paper and fold it into 
4

2. Roll 1 A4 Sheet of paper into tube and tape it 

together fairly tightly as shown in picture as this 

will be your Bee Puppet stick to make it move 

4. Fold over the opened out folded four 

paper, Draw an Oval onto the bottom 

piece it should be 2 pieces  



Step By Step Puppet Creation 

5. Cut the Oval segment off the top part of the 
paper carefully 

7. Cut around the oval safely 

6. Unfold the paper you have drawn the oval on, 

check it fits to the oval 

8. After cutting safely around the oval you should 

have 2 paper ovals - This is your Bee puppets body 



Step By Step Puppet Creation 

9. Creating the wings, use the tape roll to draw 
around on the other folded section of paper we 
cut away earlier 

11. Using scissors safely cut around the semi 
circle, Keeping the fold in the paper uncut so you 
are able to unfold it out as one piece

10. Edge the roll to make just over a semi circle 

for the wing creation

12. The Unfolded wings should look like this 

image



Step By Step Puppet Creation 

13. Now its time to start drawing your Bee 
Puppet, Start with drawing on the stripes and eye

15. Colouring in, you can choose to have a Yellow 
and Black bee but you might want your bee to be 
pink and green or purple and orange depending on 
what items you have to colour in with, remember 
this is your bee puppet you can add as much 
character and fun as you wish

14. Remember you need both sides of his body 

which we cut out earlier, make sure you have 

eyes in the correct place please make sure you 

mirror the left and right sides of the body

16. Once both sides of your bee are coloured in, 

place them down and check you have mirrored 

the sides so the eyes make sense for both sides



Step By Step Puppet Creation 

17. Antennae, Bee antennae are very important, 
use some of the cut away paper to draw out 
antenna

19.  Make sure you make 2 Antennae so your Bee 
Puppet has 2

18. Colour in the antennae make sure 

you colour both sides of both of them

20. Using tape or glue, stick down the Antennae 

to the back of one of the bee puppet body sides



Step By Step Puppet Creation 

21. 
Lets make sure our Bee puppets have nice wing 
movement so curl the edge of the wings we cut 
out previously 

23. Stick down the wings with tape to the same 
body side we have stuck the antenna too

22. Sometimes it can be helpful to use a pencil or 

pen to do this, Don’t curl too much just the edge

and stick the face body sections together make 

sure your bees eyes are in the right place as you 

want it to look at you



Step By Step Puppet Creation 

25. Insert the puppet rod we created at the very 
beginning, to get the best movement try to keep 
in the middle section of Bee Puppet

27. Pick up the puppet and check its secure 
before sealing, Place another piece of rolled back 
tape or glue to secure the bottom part of your 
bee puppet

26. Stick down the rod with tape or glue (Tape 

maybe more secure at this part of the build) 

Feel free to use more than one piece to keep it 

in place 

28. Rub the front and back section of the puppet 

to make sure its securely in place, you now have 

your very own Bee puppet to fly around and look 

for books to buzz about!
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Now you can get ready Now you can get ready 
to put on a puppet showto put on a puppet show


