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 Alexandra Palace Children’s Book Award

Artist ChallengeArtist ChallengeArtist Challenge

Siân Pattenden

Get Buzzin 

        about Books

Siân Pattenden is an author, painter and illustrator.  
As a journalist, she has worked Smash Hits, NME,  

The Face and The Guardian. 

Her first children’s book The Awful Tale of Agatha Bilke  
was Sunday Times Children’s Book of the Week and short-

listed for many awards. She also co-presents Bigmouth  
a weekly culture podcast and lives in North London. 

Siân created the fabulous bee characters for Biblio-buzz 
and we are delighted that she has put together a fun  

artist challenge to mark this year’s event.

with 

Hi Siân x

Design a Book Cover
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Your challenge is to design a book cover for  
a book you already have, or your own book! 

Be as creative as you’d like, 
but make sure your cover stands out.

MATERIALS YOU WILL NEED 

Siân’s ChallengeSiân’s ChallengeSiân’s Challenge

O Yes 
I'm ready!

Pencils 
For sketching out 

the first ideas.
 

A Pen or two
Ideally, with a fine point but  
you can really use anything,  

from a biro to a dip pen  
(although they can be rather messy).

An eraser 
For rubbing out 

any mistakes

Colouring pens  
or pencils

for giving your work
some pizzaazz

Some paper
to work on

It doesn’t need 
to be fancy

My kingdom 

for a pencil 

sharpener!

Design a book cover using

Okay
  Let's Go!

2B or 
        not 2B?
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 It's pencil
time!

Such incredible
  likeness!

Before we start...

Design is how something looks - not just the images,  
but how and where they are placed, what colour they are,  

what they remind you of, for example:

Design can be

and design can also be

Breathtaking!

Design

Step 1

Think about the main ideas in the book. 

It could be character,or plot. 

Sketch out the main character.

As an example here, 

I've sketched Nigel bee, in boots!

Don't forget to name your character!

    Hey...look 

    it's Nigel!

What is Design?What is Design?What is Design?
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or this...

What is
your title?

It's really 

coming along!

Think about your title. If it’s a book you already know,
write it down. You can draw attention to it by putting it in a 

box or a frame...

you get the drift. Bee as creative as you like!

Step 2: Title

Step 3: Scene

Like this

Does Nigel the bee need a

SCENE or a PROP to hold  

to describe what's in the book? 

You choose!Love your
          colours!
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You have your three main elements - title, image and 
scene. You also need a CREDIT - the author!

Here’s a nice box to put that in...

And, here’s what I came up with, 
I’m sure yours will be much more exciting.

Step 4: Bringing it all together

I'm buzzin'

Thanks
   Siân! Have 

   Fun making!

Bravo!
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Good 
      Luck!

Also, you may need some extra resources to cut out  
or trace. Here’s a bundle I pulled out from a special 

cupboard called “things” in my living room.

bee 
boots

2Bee 
pencil

bee
 book

yellow
oval

face and 
antennae

wings and 
legs

stripes

ResourcesResourcesResources

Challenges close end of June 2020
Prizes for the best designs will be announced in July.

Email your submissions to learning@alexandrapalace.com

Don't forget to 

send us your 

Submission.

Happy 

         tracin
g!
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Yours will BEE

BRILLIANT!

Have Fun!

Lets go!

 Alexandra Palace Children’s Book Award

Author ChallengesAuthor ChallengesAuthor Challenges
Look out for more challenges buzzing 

around throughout May

Challenges close end of June 2020

The authors are looking forward to reading your submissions 
so don't forget to send them in to learning@alexandrapalace.com

Prizes for the best submissions will be announced in July.
Email your submissions to learning@alexandrapalace.com

Aisha Bushby

        Good luck!

                 
 xo

Stewart Foster Rebecca Westcott

Thomas Taylor Helen Peters


