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Biblio-buzz:  The Alexandra Palace 
Children’s Book Award
Every year Alexandra Palace team up with Haringey Libraries for Biblio-buzz, and sets a reading 
challenge that encourages young people aged 9–12 years old to immerse themselves in the world 
of books. 
 
We set young people the challenge of reading six selected books, before getting them to vote 
for their favourite book at a finale Festival in Alexandra Palace theatre. Along the way the young 
people have attended workshops and reading circles as well as having the opportunity to meet 
professional authors, artists and people working in publishing. This year we have joined forces with 
the shortlisted authors, illustrators, artists and crafts makers to bring the final of annual Biblio-buzz 
ceremony online, and made a series creative challenges for families and young people to enjoy 
at home. Please see our series of Author Challenges and enter our creative writing competitions 
with a chance to win some amazing prizes.

Written By Melanie Campbell 
Melanie Campbell is an artist, animator, art teacher and mum.  No matter how big or small the 
project, Melanie believes in being creative every day. Her passion is stop-motion animation, 
and has achieved worldwide success and awards for her films. She currently works part-time as a 
specialist Primary School Art teacher, and enjoys working on commissioned projects when she can.



How to make art from old books . . . 
The pages from old books can be used for so many different crafts. These craft challenges are all 
about creating stunning art from old unwanted books (please check they are definitely not wanted 
by anyone in your house first). The idea is to recycle, create and explore your imagination along 
the way. So get crafting and enjoy!

You will need . . .

• Old unwanted books • Scissors 
• Scalpel knife (if you have one)  • Cutting board (if using a scalpel)
• PVA glue • Pencil
• Ruler • Fishing wire 
• Floristry wire (for the feather)

Before we begin . . . 
You MUST ask an adult to supervise you when using a sharp scalpel knife or scissors. And the more 
carefully you cut the paper the more pieces of paper you will have to work with later for other 
creative activities.



Lets get started . . . 
Creating Butterflies
1. Fold 5 pieces of paper and stack them inside each other.
2. On one side draw one half of a butterfly wing and then cut the butterfly shapes out (this should  
 be easy for both children and adults to do).
3. Repeat this process with different sized butterflies (from tiny to large scale).

Insert smaller ones into a larger 
sized butterfly and glue or staple 
to create a little book. This would 
also work well with coloured 
paper, old magazine pages (glued 
together for extra strength).

Attach fishing wire or white 
thread to the back of each 
butterfly with sticky tape or 
masking tape. Hang these from 
large to small to create a mobile. 
Lots of these hung together can 
look very effective.



This is what your butterfly mobile could look like.



Alternatively try making feathers for 
Hanging Mobile or Dream Catcher. . . 
To make feathers you will need the same materials as before with the addition of a piece of 
floristry wire. These can be easily purchased and come in packs, which will last a lifetime.

1.  Glue 2 pieces of paper together.
2.  Include a piece of floristry wire within, bent into a semi circular shape.
3.  Cut an oval leaf shape out.
4.  Now go back over this and add fringe detail by snipping with your scissors.
5.  Add some gaps in between and ruffle the feather.
6.  Again if you wanted to you could add water colour paint to this, or leave plain like this one.

These can be attached to fishing 
wire and hung by a window, or 
as a Christmas decoration (paint 
or spray gold or silver) they also 
make great bookmarks.
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