
GREEN SCREEN CHAMPIONS

ALEXANDRA PALACE PRESENTS...

A learning guide to enhance young people’s 

understanding  of the BAFTA nominated short 

animated film A Whale’s Tale.

Animation

 and sticking and  

making things!



Great... and what is
A WHALE’S TALE?

This CARTOON NETWORK film was animated 

by BAFTA winning animation studio Blue Zoo 

who have produced some of the most  

well-loved kids TV shows including The 

Adventures of Paddington, Numberblocks  

and Digby Dragon.

I'm easily lead!

I'm ready!

Wait for me!

Hello! 
Hey there!

I'm not

I'm graphite!
Welcome to

Big Schools...

Welcome to 

Alexandra Palace’s Big Schools

Hi! 

What is the 
BIG SCHOOLS PROGRAMME

This learning program is designed to 

equip children and young people with 

the knowledge and skills needed to help 

them bridge key educational transitions 

in their lives - whether they are in primary 

education getting ready to transition 

into big school, heading off to college or 

university or a school leaver entering the 

big school of life.

Who are the 
GREEN SCREEN CHAMPIONS?

Over the next ten days, Alexandra Palace brings 

children and young people together with our Green 

Screen Champions - leading industry professionals 

who are raising people’s environmental 

consciousness in the film, media and gaming sector.  

The programme creates a space for young thinkers 

with a deep investment in their future to explore the 

environmental challenges facing them, and reboot 

society - paving the way for a greener future!



 In this film, a boy notices plastic in his fishing net. We follow the net as it falls deep 

into the ocean and gets stuck on a whale. This whale sees the effects of water 

pollution and does his part to clean up the ocean. But he cannot do it alone and  

gets help from everyone in order to succeed.

LETS WATCH A WHALE’S TALE

Press the play button to 

start the film...

I'm excited...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVMe8baPGDA&t=2s


What did you 

        think about it?LET’S 
DISCUSS

BRAVO!

          BRAVO!

What did the children take away 
from this film? 

How can the children relate this  
film to their own lives?

Ask them!

How did
they feel?

What 
did they 
think?

What can 
they do?

Ask them!

 • What was the boy trying to do at the beginning? 

 • How did seeing the plastic in his fishing net make him feel? 

 • What happened to the animals that were  

  surrounded by the plastic? 

• Do you feel like pollution is a big deal or not? 

• Have you ever been involved in a community clean up? 

• How did helping make you feel? 

• Did you see a big difference before and after the clean up? 

• Do you recognize the garbage in the film as something  

 that you might find in your school, park or in your house? 

• Do you think it is okay to use plastic as long as you  

 throw it away in a garbage can? 

• We all learn about the importance of doing  

 our part to keep the world healthy. 

 What could you do? 

• Cleaning up is not fun, but the feeling 

 of helping others is. Would you agree with that? 

 • What animals were affected by the plastic in the ocean? 

 • How were the animals affected? 

 • Can one small piece of plastic garbage  

  affect an animal? 

• The huge whale took it upon himself to clean  

 up the ocean.  Did it work? 

• In the end, there were a lot of boats surrounding the whale. 

        What were they doing there? Were the humans helping?



Help the children see that they can do something to help 

make the world a better place.  Circle all of the things 
that can be found in your 

home. 
 

Check your fridge and count 

the number of plastic, glass, 

and metal items that will 
be discarded when they are 

empty. 

 Come up with a plan to 
waste less by reusing more. 

What can children do to 
help the world today? Look at the image

opposite..

How did 

you do?

How many can 

you find?



And now
try this...

What do you think?

Now its time for some
group discussion...

How have we each 

contributed to the total 

number for day 1?

Think about what 

we could could do 

differently?

How could we 

transport our food 

from home in a more 

ecofriendly way?

We need to recognize how much of an impact we 

make on our earth, because all of our little things 

add up and make a big impact. 

Have the children count how many things will 

end up in the rubbish by the end of lunch. 

Make a chart and put the totals in day 1

On the second day, have them pull out their lunch and 

count their disposable items and count the difference. 

Think of the impact if it were over every meal for a whole 

week, month or even a year!

Let’s count our rubbish...

plastic bottles  
bottles tops   
plastic wrap   
platisc bags  
Paper items  
Metal items   
  

Day 1 Day 2  Difference

I'm part 

plastic...

eeek!

Don't worry you are 

not going in the bin

after this! 

Is there a difference  

between the two days?



Now let’s think of ways 

to re-use plastic bottles! or... we could build a rocket and 

fly to bottom of the garden!
Maybe a 

music shaker?

I can help make 

a piggy bank!

How about

a flower 

vase.

Plastic water bottles have become one of the 

most common items that are found in the 

oceans. Learn how to reuse this item  

in creative ways. 



Here are some ideas 
for the garden!  Why not display the  

reused items for the 

whole school to see?

Always be 

careful cuttin
g 

plastic.

Have fun!

Now let's do it, remember 

you can always ask an  

adult to help...



Re-visioning TV
 

Explore with Discovery Learning the 

harmful effects of the sun and work 

together to design a TV studio that will 

help people to keep cool without using 

a lot of energy.

Gaming
Join Digital Schoolhouse and BAFTA Kids 

to create your own sustainable video game 

packaging. Design transport systems of the 

future with Jack the Artist using inspiration 

from gaming imagery to reduce carbon 

emissions.

Little Things  
Make A Big Difference! 

See you 

   next time!

YES!
Check out our other Green Screen Champions with ten days of 

films, webinars, blogs, competitions and masterclasses.  

Let’s show children and young people the power they have to 

positively influence the world around them, and that little things 

they do can make a BIG difference!
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THE  
EAST WING RESTORATION PROJECT

Alexandra Park and Palace Charitable Trust is a registered charity.
Charity Registration Number: 281991  

Become a Campaigner 
 

Join BAFTA Kids and Hope for The Future 

for a conversation encouraging children 

and young people to take actions that can 

help save the planet. Hear from the team 

at Albert, a project that brings together 

the film and television industry to reduce 

their environmental impact, and inspire 

audiences to act for a sustainable future.Visit our website for more
alexandrapalace.com/bigschools

Built Environment
 

Discover how materials are made and the way 

in which this contributes to global warming with 

award winning architects Feilden Clegg Bradley 

Studios. Explore architectural design processes, 

sustainable material and biomimicry with  

Jack the Artist.


