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A KIND OF SPARK tells the story of 11-year-old 
Addie as she campaigns for a memorial in memory 

of the witch trials that took place in her Scottish 
hometown. Addie knows there’s more to the story  
of these ‘witches’, just like there is more to hers. 

Can Addie challenge how the people in her town see 
her, and her autism, and make her voice heard? 
A story about friendship, courage and self-belief, 

perfect for fans of The Goldfish Boy.
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This educational resource pack is based on  
Elle McNicoll’s debut children’s novel 

A Kind of Spark and is an ideal guide for children  
in Key Stage 2 & 3.  It includes sneak peeks from the text, 
with corresponding reflection questions and activities to 

keep you excited and eager to read the book. 
Featuring themes of ‘Friendship’, ‘Feeling Different’ and 

‘Fitting In’, this pack is the perfect guide to enhance your 
reading in the classroom or at home.

We hope you enjoy working your way 
through this pack.

Dear reader,



Addie is intensely interested in sharks.   

Sharks can sense the electricity of life itself. It's their super power.Sharks can sense the electricity of life itself. It's their super power.

But she realises that not everyone appreciates them.  

People don't understand them. I touch the shark's fin. They hate People don't understand them. I touch the shark's fin. They hate 

them, actually. A lot of people. They're afraid of them and  them, actually. A lot of people. They're afraid of them and  

don't understand them. So, they try to hurt them.don't understand them. So, they try to hurt them.

Everyone likes dolphins, I say sadly.  Everyone likes dolphins, I say sadly.  

I don't see why they're any better than sharks.I don't see why they're any better than sharks.

Why do you think that dolphins are more popular than sharks? 

Can you think of any other creatures which could be seen as 
fascinating but which are generally disliked?  

What aspects of these creatures could we celebrate?

‘They killed them because 
they were different’

Emily says I would have been burned for being a witch, Emily says I would have been burned for being a witch, 

I admit suddenly.I admit suddenly.

Addie thinks that the women who were burned as witches may  
have been like her, different from most people.

Can you begin to create a character for a story, someone who  
is seen as frightening but who in reality just sees the world  

in a different way? They could perhaps be seen as a witch or an  
ogre or a monster. 

Think about how they might see others and how they might feel. You 
could write a character description, or draw a picture to illustrate 

your character. You might want to show them in their home, or 
outside dealing with the rest of the world.
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Or Spiders?  Or Spiders?    
What about What about 

wasps! wasps! 

‘The electricity of life’‘The electricity of life’‘The electricity of life’‘The electricity of life’
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Masking is when we have to pass as a neurotypical person, as someone Masking is when we have to pass as a neurotypical person, as someone 

who is not like us. We have to ignore the need to stim, self soothe who is not like us. We have to ignore the need to stim, self soothe 

and we have to make firm eye contact. Keedie told me it's like when and we have to make firm eye contact. Keedie told me it's like when 

superheroes have to pretend that they're like regular people.superheroes have to pretend that they're like regular people.

Autistic people often work hard to conceal their autism and to 
appear to be just like everyone else. But Addie is well aware that 

neurotypical people can mask their feelings too: 

As their backs are turned, Miss Murphy's broad smile vanishes.  As their backs are turned, Miss Murphy's broad smile vanishes.  

She casts a glance at me, her eyes hard and cold. Then looks away.  She casts a glance at me, her eyes hard and cold. Then looks away.  

I follow Mum and Dad out. I think Miss Murphy wears a mask, too.  I follow Mum and Dad out. I think Miss Murphy wears a mask, too.  

A different kind of mask.A different kind of mask.

Imagine the character you have created, trying to  
mask their differences. Now create a second character  

who is liked by everyone.  

Who are they really, inside? 
Are they exactly as everyone imagines, 

or is there more to them? 

Imagine a scene in which your two characters meet.  
How honest will they be with each other?

Draw your characters and jot down some notes beside  
each character. If you like, go ahead and write the scene.

We would love to see your characters and  
read what you’ve written

Alexandra Park and Palace Charitable Trust is a registered charity. 

Charity Registration Number: 281a991 

What do  What do  

you think?you think?

Good luck!Good luck!
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Have Fun!Have Fun!

Lets go!Lets go!

You’ve now reached the end of this 
pack for A Kind of Spark.

More Biblio-Buzz Resources
You can find more guides for the 2021 reading list at

www.alexandrapalace.com/learning

We hope these notes have proved to be a useful and fun
introduction to the themes and ideas found within this book.

We would love to see examples of any work created as a result of this pack, 
so please do email them over to us at: learning@alexandrapalace.com

See you  See you  

next time                   next time                   

             xo             xo
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