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This educational resource pack is based on  
 Jennifer Killick’s stunning Sci-fi novel 

Crater Lake and is  an ideal learning resource for  
children in Key Stage 2 & 3. It includes sneak peeks  

from the text, with corresponding reflection questions  
and activities to you both excited and eager  

to discuss this book. Featuring themes of 
 ‘Genre’, ‘Characterisation’ and ‘Fictional Worlds’, this 

pack is perfect for use in the classroom or at home.

ABOUT THE BOOK
There are three rules for surviving Crater Lake:  

don’t go anywhere with an adult; don’t follow any 
instructions you’re given; and don’t ever fall asleep…

When Lance’s class arrives at the brand new 
Crater Lake activity centre for their school trip, it’s 

immediately clear something is not quite right. Aside 
from a weird lack of staff and a very odd manager, 

there’s also the panicked man covered in blood 
shouting at them all to run.

And it’s not long before the teachers and other kids in 
his class start behaving strangely too. Like Zombies, 
they get out of bed and, spaced-out, start marching 
into the woods at midnight. As they’re unaffected, 

it’s up to Lance and his friends to uncover the cause 
– and find a way to stop it. But time is ticking, they’re 

exhausted, and if they fall asleep, then all will be lost…

HelloHello
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Dear reader,

We hope you enjoy working your way 
through this pack.

What's it What's it 

         all ab
out?

         all ab
out?

What happens next?What happens next?



GEEK, ROBOT, OVERLOADGEEK, ROBOT, OVERLOAD

Have you ever played Rock, Paper, Scissors? Now you Have you ever played Rock, Paper, Scissors? Now you 
can play Geek, Robot, Overlord like Lance and his can play Geek, Robot, Overlord like Lance and his 
friends in Crater Lake by Jennifer Killick. Watch friends in Crater Lake by Jennifer Killick. Watch 
the video to listen to Jennifer explain the rules.the video to listen to Jennifer explain the rules.
We'd love to see your videos showing you playing We'd love to see your videos showing you playing 

Geek, Robot, Overlord. .Geek, Robot, Overlord. .

GameGameGameGame
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Geek!!!Geek!!! Robot!Robot!

OVERLORD... OVERLORD... 

GEEK, ROBOT, GEEK, ROBOT, 

OVERLOADOVERLOAD

Watch the video here to Watch the video here to 

learn the actionslearn the actions

Geek PROGRAMMES RobotGeek PROGRAMMES Robot

Robot CRUSHES Overlord Robot CRUSHES Overlord 

Overlord ENSLAVES GeekOverlord ENSLAVES Geek

Play it just like rock paper scissorsPlay it just like rock paper scissors

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSeZZzEBOTs&feature=emb_logo


Crater Lake is an exciting sci Crater Lake is an exciting sci fi, mildly scary fi, mildly scary 
children's book. From the beginning, the reader is children's book. From the beginning, the reader is 

told that when the pupils fall asleep they turn into told that when the pupils fall asleep they turn into 
bug eyed victims of some alien race. The publishers bug eyed victims of some alien race. The publishers 
have categorised the genre of this book asci have categorised the genre of this book asci fi, but...fi, but...

GenreGenreGenreGenre
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What's a Genre?
What's a Genre?

Think about how books are categorized at your local or school 
library, if you can’t remember take a look at a bookshop online.

 The books will probably be sorted into age ranges, for example books for 
babies and toddlers, books for the 5+ age range, books for 7+, 9+, 11+ and 
books for young adults or 14+. Take a closer look. There will probably be 

a separate poetry section, non-fiction, fiction, drama and reference.  
Take an even closer look. The books in the fiction section  

might be divided by genre?   

 A GENRE is just a fancy name for different categories of books that 
share a certain style, form or content. There are two main types of 

reading material: fiction and non-fiction. “Nonfiction” refers to books 
based in fact, and it refers to broad range of books that can be divided in 
sub-genres, including biography, business, cooking, health and fitness, 
pets, crafts, home decorating, languages, travel, home improvement, 

religion, art and music, history, self-help, true crime, science and humor.

“Fiction” refers to books created from the imagination, including 
mysteries, science fiction, romance, fantasy, chick lit, crime thrillers. 

The genre raises certain expectations in what the reader anticipates will 
happen within that work. For instance, the Harry Potter series  

falls into the fantasy genre. 

There are so many different genres (and sub-genres) and so many books 
which span more than one genre and fall into several genres.  It can be 
fun to write a story that’s merges genres together, for example Crater 

Lake might best be defined as science fiction but also includes elements 
of horror and comic novels.



TasksTasksTasksTasks
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MIXING GENRES

Write the opening sequence for a short story that mixes two genres  
together.  It can be a combination of the following fiction genres;  

mysteries, science fiction, fantasy, horror or crime thrillers.

CHARACTERS
 

Lets start by focusing on identifying characters that can  
be found in different genre.  

 Can you draw a character that you might read  
about in the following genres.

FICTIONAL WORLDS
 

Science fiction is a vast genre. It can take you to other worlds, other times,  
other spaces, places and other minds. Science fiction isn’t only spaceships  
and aliens from other planets – though there’s nothing wrong with that!  
This genre allows for new technology and methodologies to be explored  

like cloning or even an outbreak of a new virus! 

Draw a fictional planet. Before you begin, think about how your planet  
differs from Earth. What creatures live there?  What colour is your planet?  
Do people inhabit it? Do they need special clothing and equipment to keep 

them safe?  Is this world set in the future?   
What technological advancements have taken place?

Sicence FictionSicence Fiction FantasyFantasy HorrorHorror



Have Fun!Have Fun!

Lets go!Lets go!

You’ve now reached the end of this
pack for Crater Lake

More Biblio-Buzz Resources
You can find more guides for the 2021 reading list at

www.alexandrapalace.com/learning

We hope these notes have proved to be a useful and fun
introduction to the themes and ideas found within this book.

We would love to see examples of any work created as a result of this pack, 
so please do email them over to us at: learning@alexandrapalace.com

Good luck                  Good luck                  

xoxo
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