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Get Buzzin Get Buzzin 

          about Books x
          about Books x

HAVE FUN & 
                              GOOD LUCK!

Decision Time!Decision Time!Decision Time!Decision Time!
Dear Reader,

Over the last six months you have been on another 
fantastic literary odyssey.  Well done for completing six 

amazing novels – you should be very proud of what  
you have achieved. 

Now the time has come to make your final difficult 
decision and choose your favourite book. So if you are 

holding several books in your hands, unable to decide on 
your favourite, then here are a few ways to think about 

them for the last time and help you determine which  
one was the best.

More Biblio-Buzz Resources
You can find more guides & resources for the 2021 reading list at

www.alexandrapalace.com/learning

Woohoo!Woohoo!

Well done!Well done!

Bravo,Bravo,

       Bravo!       Bravo!



Here are five elements that  
we believe every good book  

should contain:

Alexandra Park and Palace Charitable Trust is a registered charity. Charity Registration Number: 281991 

Which didWhich did

you like best.you like best.

It all ended  It all ended  

well... or did it?well... or did it?

A Strong Opening 

The opening of a book introduces the central character, their 
unique narrative voice, and sets the storyline. A strong opening 

in the first few pages may be the difference between someone 
reading the entire book and leaving it on the library shelf.

Did any of the books grab you from the first page and didn’t 
let go until you had reached the end of the book?  Did any of 
the opening pages establish (or confound) the conventions 
or expectations of the book’s genre. For instance, readers 

expect a horror to begin with immediate spooky and strange 
action or a science fiction novel to start with a scene in a 

new world and time. 
 

Compelling Characters

Good characters draw readers in, giving them someone to 
love, hate, or identify with. Just like people in real life, these 

characters are multifaceted and flawed, giving us insight into 
human nature as they overcome obstacles and moral tests.  

Did each book give you a clear sense of who a character 
is, what they value, and what they’re afraid of? Were the 

protagonists drawn in rich and vivid detail? How well were 
the supporting characters developed? Were the villains in 

the book just as rich and complex as the goodies? 

An Absorbing Story

Many readers want to be entertained by a good story. From the 
beginning to the end a great story keeps the reader engaged 

from the first page onward. 

How absorbing did you find each shortlisted book?   
Was the book more plot driven?  Or was the character  

development more important?

 Wow this plot is   Wow this plot is  

a roller coas
ter?

a roller coas
ter?

Was it anWas it an
exciting read? exciting read? 

What did  What did  
      you think?       you think? 
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Which one didWhich one did

you like best?you like best?
They were all They were all 

so good...so good...

I can't I can't 

choose?choose?

Sharp Dialogue

Good characters draw readers in, giving them someone to 
love, hate, or identify with. Just like people in real life, these 

characters are multifaceted and flawed, giving us insight into 
human nature as they overcome obstacles and moral tests.  

Did the books have a good balance between scenes that 
heavily feature dialogue with scenes that describe action 
through first person or third-person narration? Did each 
character’s word choice, syntax, and sentence structure 

sound completely authentic and did characters speech set 
them apart from other characters in the book? Did each 

shortlisted book contain sharp, memorable dialogue?  

Unique Style

Writing style is the voice and tone a writer uses to tell  
a story or express an idea. 

Did each book on the shortlist have a distinct writing 
style? Were you impressed by the type of literary devices 

an author used such as writing in poetic form? Did one 
particular author have a distinct and singular style that 
made their writing unique and instantly recognisable?

This is hard!This is hard!

Use the chart on Use the chart on 
the next page  the next page  

to help! to help! 
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Add up Add up 

the scores.the scores.

Which will be 
Which will be 

your favouriteyour favourite??

Remember that this is just a guide to help you decide your  
favourite of this year’s shortlisted books if you are struggling 
to make a final decision. But remember we often don’t know 

why we like a book, it might be a personal connection! 
A book may just touch you profoundly, and you may just love 

it! So ultimately we advocate ignoring the above and  
choosing with your heart – happy voting!

Rate the books on the chart below out of 10 
for each category  – just for fun!

OpeningOpening

CharactersCharacters

StoryStory

DialogueDialogue

StyleStyle

TotalTotal

Which was your favourite?
Email your favourite book to  

learning@alexandrapalace.com


