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We have joined forces with six celebrated  
children’s authors: Alastair Chisholm, Jennifer Killick, 
Meg Grehan, Elle McNicoll, Katya Balen, and Nicola 
Penfold to give you an insight into the creative writing 
process and deepen your understanding of their books. 

Each author has set you a series of challenges based on 
their much-loved novels. Please send copies of your stories 

and responses to: learning@alexandrapalace.com 

Don’t worry if you  

haven’t read the books. 

Good Luck!

You can still enter the Author  

Challenges, and maybe win a prize 

of book tokens, tickets to GoApe or  

Alexandra Palace Ice Rink.

What's it What's it 

all about?all about?

HelloHello

Will you accept  Will you accept  

       the challenge?
       the challenge?

WOW!
WOW!

 BIBLIO-BUZZ AUTHOR CHALLENGE

Welcome budding novelists 
and reading enthusiasts!

Alastair Chisholm
Alastair Chisholm

Jennifer KillickJennifer Killick

Meg GrehanMeg Grehan

Elle McNicoll Elle McNicoll 

Katya BalenKatya Balen

  Thomas Taylor
  Thomas Taylor



Meet the AuthorMeet the AuthorMeet the AuthorMeet the Author
 BIBLIO-BUZZ AUTHOR CHALLENGE

 Katya Balen

Play Video
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Hi I’m Katya, author of October, October.  
I live London with my lazy lurcher, Raffia.  

 
I’m a writer, literary scout and also the  

co-director of Mainspring Arts, a charity that 
supports and mentors neurodivergent  

people in creative projects.

Press play to  Press play to  

watch the video!
watch the video! Hi KatyaHi Katya

Cool, are you ready  
Cool, are you ready  

for the challenge ?
for the challenge ?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzk_LIxemOs
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‘October’ the central character in my book has an atypical childhood 
because she is raised by her father totally off-grid in the woods. It’s just 

her and her dad living in the house he built in the woods and they hardly 
ever leave. She is home schooled; they grow all their own food, and even 
make their own electricity. October loves living this way. Her best friend 
is a baby owl called Stig whom she found and rescued. But things change 
and October is forced to leave her life in the woods and move to London, 

where she has to learn how to belong in this very different world.

London is a sensory overload for her. For example, she has never 
experienced a crowd of more than two or three people. Suddenly she is in 
the centre of London - where she has to go to school for the first time, use 

the tube, buses and there is even something called television.  
Whilst writing October, October I enjoyed taking a character out of their 
natural surroundings and placing them somewhere completely new and 

alien to them. I tried to imagine what London would look, feel, sound, 
taste and smell like to October experiencing these things for the first 

time. So, to begin this challenge lets become more aware of our ‘senses’ 
and use them as a tool to write evocative descriptions of a place.

Exercise One – In This Room
When you are describing something for the reader you want them 

to feel like they are experiencing these things too.

For this challenge then, lets start by simply writing For this challenge then, lets start by simply writing 
about about your surroundings, where you are reading your surroundings, where you are reading 

this resource right now!  What can you see, hear,  this resource right now!  What can you see, hear,  
touch, taste and smell?touch, taste and smell?

 Maybe there is the smell of freshly toasted bread. Perhaps you can hear 
your family moving around in another room next door. For touch, you 
might feel the weight of some paper or a pen between your fingers. Or 
maybe you feel the cold floorboards beneath your feet. Don’t forget to 

explore your feelings too. Maybe your mind is wondering and thinking 
about something in the past or thinking about something you are going 

to do later on today like seeing a friend. Allow yourself to write whatever 
comes to mind and don’t think too hard about it. 

You can always edit it later.

Katya’s ChallengeKatya’s ChallengeKatya’s ChallengeKatya’s Challenge

What can What can 
you can sense!you can sense! I sense someI sense some

yummy honey!
yummy honey!

Sensing Your Surroundings

I'm ready!I'm ready!
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You have now seen that one of the best ways to write a good 
descriptive piece is to think about the five senses. Sight is a 

commonly used sense, as it’s usually the one we rely on most, 
but what about sound? What about touch or taste or smell? 

Now lets write from a different point of view  Now lets write from a different point of view  
by prioritising a "sense''. by prioritising a "sense''. 

For example, your protagonist could be a dog. Dogs use 
their sense of smell a lot. Maybe it’s a baby. Babies often 
stick strange objects into their mouth. How would you 

describe what the objects taste like?

Now you have seen how stepping into someone else’s shoes 
is one of the best things you can do to better explore your 

senses when you write. 

Finally now use all of your senses to describe what Finally now use all of your senses to describe what 
happens when you take a character out of their  happens when you take a character out of their  

natural habitat, like October in her woodlands and natural habitat, like October in her woodlands and 
place them in a new alien environment. place them in a new alien environment. 

Maybe your character discovers they can fly like a bird?  
Or try sending a domestic cat to school.  

 
Have fun with this, and don’t forget to think about what 

your character can see, hear, touch, taste and smell.

Let your  Let your  

imaginationimagination
fly!fly!

Thanks Katya!
Thanks Katya!

Writing from a different point 
of view using your ‘senses’.

A whole new world

Good Luck

 You could  You could 

choose a beechoose a bee!!

 Katya  xo Katya  xo

What character  What character  

will you choose?will you choose?



Wow! Great Wow! Great 

suggestionssuggestions

 Alexandra Palace Children’s Book Award

Further ReadingFurther ReadingFurther ReadingFurther Reading

More Biblio-Buzz Resources
You can find more guides for the 2021 reading list at

www.alexandrapalace.com/learning

If you loved reading October, October, then maybe check out:
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Frank is ten. He likes 
cottage pie and football and 
cracking codes. Max is five. 
He eats only Quavers and 

some colours are too bright 
for him and if he has to 

wear a new T-shirt he melts 
down down down.  

 
When tragedy hits Frank 

and Max’s lives like a 
comet, can Frank piece 
together a universe in 

which he and Max aren’t 
light years apart?

This is a story about a boy named 
Kester. He is extraordinary, but 
he doesn’t know that yet. All he 
knows, at this very moment, is 

this:1. There is a flock of excited 
pigeons in his bedroom.

2. They are talking to him.
3. His life will never be quite 

the same again...Kester lives in 
a land in quarantine. A deadly 
virus has killed all the animals 

except pests and it’s expected to 
be equally dangerous to humans. 
But when Kester realises he can 

talk to the pests, he finds they 
have great hope invested in him.

Barney is a solitary little boy, 
given to wandering off by himself. 

One day he is lying on the edge 
of a disused chalk-pit when it 

gives way and he lands in a sort 
of cave. Here he meets ‘somebody 
with a lot of shaggy hair and two 

bright black eyes’ wearing a rabbit 
skin and speaking in grunts. 
He names him Stig. Of course 
nobody believes Barney when 

he tells his family all about Stig, 
but for Barney cave-man Stig is 
totally real. They become great 
friends, learning each other’s 

ways and embarking on a series of 
unforgettable adventures.

The Space We’re In The Last Wild Stig of the Dump

by  Katya Balen by Piers Torday
By Clive King

Yessss!Yessss!

Excellent,Excellent,

               T
hanks!

               T
hanks!
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Yours will BEE
Yours will BEE

BRILLIANT!BRILLIANT!

Have Fun!Have Fun!

Lets go!Lets go!
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Author ChallengesAuthor ChallengesAuthor ChallengesAuthor Challenges
Look out for more challenges

 buzzing around throughout June

Challenges close end of June 2021

The authors are looking forward to reading your submissions 
so don't forget to send them in to learning@alexandrapalace.com

Prizes for the best submissions will be announced in July.
Email your submissions to learning@alexandrapalace.com

 Jennifer Killick

        Good luck!        Good luck!

                 
 xo

                 
 xo

Meg Grehan Elle McNicoll

Nicola Penfold Alastair Chisholm


