
Patch Rules and Etiquette 

1. Courtesy and respect for staff and coaches is expected at all times and patch 

users are responsible for their own behaviour whilst on patch. 

2. Patches are for training and lesson purposes only. Anyone seen to be behaving 

inappropriately or ignoring the patch rules will be asked to leave the ice.  

Inappropriate behaviour includes but is not limited to: 

• Standing and talking in groups on the ice or congregating in corners. 

• Kicking the ice or barrier or damaging any ice rink property. 

 

(Inappropriate behaviour will be defined by the ice rink management/staff and 
the coaches). 

3. The priority or ‘right of way’ system on patch ice is detailed below;  

A. Patch users in a lesson with programme music on; 

B. Patch users in a lesson; 

C. Patch users with their programme music on but not in a lesson; 

D. All other Patch users. 

Out of courtesy for others you should acknowledge or offer an apology to the 
other patch users if an interruption or incident occurs. 

4. Only coaches are allowed to use the music system during patch. Coaches 

putting the music on for their current lesson have priority. A coach or staff 
member may at their discretion allow high standard skaters to use the music 
when it is not busy but coaches still have priority. 

5. When entering onto the ice or skating away from the barrier you should check 
it is safe to do so. 

6. No eating or chewing gum is permitted on the ice; drinks should be consumed 
off the ice. 

7. Patch users under the age of 6 can only be on patch whilst having a lesson 

with a coach and patch users who are between 6 and 11 should be 
accompanied by a responsible adult whilst on the premises. 

8. All spectators (including all parents) should watch from the cafeteria/stands at 
all times.  

9. No videos are to be taken unless instructed and authorized by a coach. 

10. The use of personal music devices is not allowed on patch. 

11. These rules are subject to change without prior notice and all directions given 

by ice rink staff or coaches must be followed. 

 


